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' SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE, &e., .. 


1. HE Scripture ſaith, “ God hath choſen us 
1 in Chriſt, before the foundation of the world, 

that we ſhould be holy, and without blame before him 

in love.“ And St, Peter calls the ſaints, 1 Ele& ac- 


cording to the foreknowledge of God the Father, thro! 


ſanQification of the Spirit, unto obedience,” - And St. 


Paul ſaith unto them, 4“ God hath from the beginnitg 20 lf 
choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the, Þ 


Spirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto he hath: 


called you by our goſpel, to the obtaining of the glory 3 | 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” “ e 
2. From all theſe pleces of r hc it is plain ibat 


Go hath choſen ſome to life and glory, before or from 


the foundation of the world. And the wiſdom of all 


Chriſtians is, to labour that their judgments may bs 


informed. herein, according to the Scripture. And to _ 
that end let us conſider the manner of God's ſpeaking - 
to the u q meg. +: 5:5 por ths 
g. God ſaith to Abrabam, Rom. iv. 17. As it is 
written, I have made thee a father of many nations, 
before him whom he believed, even God who quicken- 
eth the dead. and calleth things that are not as though 
they were.“ Obſerve, God ſpeaks chen, at that pre- 
ſent time, to Abraham, laying, I have made thee a ja* 
ther of many nations, notwithſtanding Abraham was 
not at that ume the father of one child, but Ihmael. 15 
How then muſt we und: ritand, I have made thee a fa. 
ther of ' many. nations p Ae, 
4. The apoſtle tells us plainly, it was ſo, © Before 
God, who calleth things that are not, as though they 
were.” And ſo he called Abraham; The father of many 
nations, though he was not as yet the father even of 
Iſaac, in whom hits ſeed was to be called, © 
ot Eph. i. 4. + 1 Pet, i. a. f 8 Theſf ii. 19, 1 


— 


n : PEI 4 ; yy * __ 3 FI I LS _ i 2» 
N 5 © Mi 46) 33 ”— 7 x 
46. 044 bind. GAS 44 4 * = 


| : >< +3 | > Ee TP 
3. God uſeth the ſame manner of ſpeaking, when 
he calleth Chriſt, * The Lamb flain from the founda. 
tion of the world; altho' indeed he was not flain for 
ſeveral thouſand years after. Hence therefore we may 
_ eaſily underſtand what he ſpeaketh of electing us from 
the foundation of the world. 6 5h 
6. God calleth Abraham a father PA many nations, 
tho' not ſo at that time. Hecalleth Chriſt, The Lamb 
Hain from the foundation of the world, tho' not flain 


till he was a man in the fleſh. Even ſo he calleth men 


elected from the foundation of the world, though not 
elected till they were men in the flelh. Yet it is all ſo 
before God, who knoweth all things from eternity, 
and calleth things that are not, as tho' they were. 
5. By all which it is clear, that as Chriſt was called 
' The Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the world, and 
et not ſlain til] ſeveral thouſand years after; ſo alſo 
men are called Eled from the foundation of the world, 
and yet ate not elected perhaps till ſevera] thouſand 
years after, till the day of their converſion to God, 
8. And indeed this is plain, without going farther, 
from thoſe very words. of St, Peter, © Elett, We 
to the fore- knowledge of God, thro' ſanctifieation e 


| 5 the Spirit, unto obedience.” For, 1 05 
If the Ekect are choſen through the ſanctification of 
the Spirit, then they were not choſen before tlſey were 


ſanctified by the Spirit. But they were not ſanctiſed 
by the Spirit, before they had a being. It is plain 
then, neither were they choſen from the foundation of 
the world. But God calleth things that are not, as t 
— „ 1 
9. This is alſo plain from thoſe words of St. Paul, 
God hath from the beginning choſen you unto ſalva- 


tion, through ſanttification of the Spirit, and belief of 


the truth.” Now, | 


If the ſaints are choſen to ſalvation, thro' believing 


of thevwruth, and were called to believe that truth by 


hearing of the goſpel, then they were noi choſen be. 


* Rev, xiii, 8. A ORR 
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fore chey telieved the oa before they beard.the © - 
goſpel, whereby they were called to believe. But 


to believe it by the goſpel. . Therefore they were not 5 


had a being, any more than Chiiſt was ſlain before he 


nation is: It is, God's fore-appointing obedient be- 


fore-knowledge of all their works, from the foundation 


fore-knowledge, he choſe or elected all obedient be- 4 
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they were choſen thro' belief of the truth, and called 
choſen before they believed: much leſs before they 


had a being. So plain it is, that they were not elected, 
till they believed ; although God calleth things that are 
not, as th they were. 1 JV 5 7 | 
10. Again, how plain is it, where St. Paul faith, 
that they whom * ©** God did predeſtinate, according to 
the counſel of his own will, to be to the praiſe of his 
glory,“ were ſuch as did trft truſt in Chriſt? And 
in the very next verſe, he faith, that they irufled in 
Chriſt after they heard the word of truth (not before.) 
But they did not hear the word before they were born. 
Therefore, it is plain, the act of election is in une, 
though known of God before ; who, according to his 
knowledge, often ſpeaketh of the things which-are not, 
as though they were. And thus is the great, ſtumbling- 
block about election taken away, thai men may make 
their calling and eleclion ſure. . e a BG 
11. The Scripture tells us as plainly what predeſti® 
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lie vers to ſalvation, not without, but according to ts 


of the world. And ſo hkewiſe he predeſtinates or fore- 
appoints all diſobedient unbclievers to damnation, not 
without, but according to his fore-knowledge of all the ir 
works, from the foundation of the wordt. 

12. We may conſider this a little . farther. God, 
from the foundation of the world, fore-knew all men's 
believing or not believing. And according to this his 


levers, as ſuch, to ſalvation, and refuſed or reprobated 
ail diſobedient: unbelievers, as ſuch, to damnation. 


Thus.the Scriptures teach us to conlider. Election ank 

R-probation according to +" aa of God from 

lie /oundation of the world. 1 1 
e * Epheſ. i. 175 1. 
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4. But here fome may bed that 1 bold our Fai 


25 nen to be the cauſe of God's elefting us to 


lory. 
9 I anſwer, I do hold, that faith i in Chriſt producing 


obedience to him is a cauſe without which God elette 
| none to glory; for we never read of God's eletting to 
glory, any who- lived and died a; diſobedient unde. 
liever. But I do not hold, that it is the cau 


which he elets any: the contrary of this is eaſily civn, | 


thus, 
Suppoſe my obedience is a cauſe of my eleQion to 


ſalvation, What is the cauſe of my bbedience 8 
An/. My love to Chriſt. 
But what is the cauſe of my love to Chriſt? 
An}. My faith in Chriſt, | 
But what is the cauſe of my faith in Chriſt 1 
Anſ. The preaching of the goſpel of Chriſt. 

But what is the cauſe of the preaching the goſpel to 

us? A/. Chriſt's dying for us. | 
But what is the cauſe of Chriſt's dying for us? 
Anſ. God's great love of pity wherewith he toved 
us, even when we were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 
15. Thus all men may ſee, that 1 do not hold, God 
choſe any man to life and ſalvation for any good which 
he had done, or for any which was in him; before he 

at it the e. And this I ſhall now ſhew more at large 
ul the oracles of God. 

1. God's great love of pity e he Joved the 
fons of men, even while they were dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, was the cauſe of his ſending his ſon to. die 
for them ; as appears from the following Scriptures: . 

* « God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
| begotten Son, to the end that all who believe in him, 


Z ſhould not periſh but ' have everlaſting life.” For 


+* when we were yet without ſtrength, in due time 
_ Chriſt died for the ungodly. And, © God commend- 
eth his love to us, 1n that while we were yet lingers, 


Chriſt died for us. 
2. Chriſt's dying for our fins is the cauſe of the gof. 


fel's 2 preached to us, as appears from thoſe ſeripe 
'® Jobn til, 16, + Rom. v. 6, &c. 


4ures, | 
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tures, * * Jeſus came and Ipake unto them, ſaping, | 


All power is given unto me in heaven and earth, Go = |. 
intoall | 


ye therefore and teach all nations.” +* Go ye 
the world and preach the goſpel to every creature.” 
g. The goſpel's being preached to ſinners is the cauſe 


of their believing, as appears from thoſe Scriptures, 
% How ſhall they call on him in whom they have not 


believed? And how ſhall they believe in hun of whom 
they have not heard ? And how ſhall they hear with. 
out a Preacher? So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.“ | 


4. Men's believing is the cauſe of their tu fiifinas K 1 
as appears from thoſe Scriptures, . 9 By him 41885 1 


believe are juſtified from all things.“ He is che 
juſtifier of all that believe in Jeſus.-- Therefore we 
conclude that a man is juſtified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law.” 1. Abraham believed God, and 


it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. Now it was 


not written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed to 
him; but for us alſo to whom it ſhall be imputed; if 


we believe on him that raiſed up Jeſus from the deadz - 


who was delivered for our offences, and roſe again for N 


our juſtification.“ 


5. Our knowing ourſelves juſtified by ſaith is the 
cauſe of our love to Chriſt, as appears from theſe fcrips 
tures, K* Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our fins.” . We love him, becauſe he 
bift loved us.“ 8 ee e 

6. Our love to Chriſt is the cauſe of our obeyi 


him, as appears from thoſe ſcriptures, I If ye loves 


me keep my commandments. He that hath my com- 
mandments and keepeth them, he it 1s that loveth me.” 
And, * If any man love me he will keep my words. 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments.” | DIET! {da 

7. Our obeying Chriſt is the caufe of his giving 
us eternal life, as appears from thoſe | Scriptures, - 

* Matt. xxxviii. 18, 4 Mark xvi. 15. f Rom. x. 25, Kc. '$ AQ 
xiii. 39. | Rom. iii. 26, Kc. 1 Rom, iv. 3, 23, &. 1 John iv. 


0, 1+ John it, 4 55, 489 ̃˙ iv 
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A 140 5 Not every one * faith unto me, Lord, Lond, ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doth the 
- will of my Father which is in heaven.” + * Bleſſed 


are they that do his commandments, that they may have 


Tight to the tree of life, and. my enter in through the 
ates into the city.“ And, 44 Chriſt being made per- 
Tea thro' ſufferings, he became the author of eternal 
ſalvation to all that obey him.“ Pd 
15. This may be more briefly expreſſed thus : | 
1. God's love was the cauſe of his ſending his Son 
to die for ſinners. 
. Chriſt's dying for finners is the cauſe of the. goſ. 
_ pel's being preached. 
3- The preaching of the goſpel is the cauſe (or 
8 our believing. 
juſtification. 
5. The knowing ourſelves juſtified thro! bis blood, 
is the cauſe of our love to Chriſt, 
6. Our love to Chriſt 3 is the cauſe of our obedience 


to him. 
7. Our obedience to Chrift is the caule of his be. 


coming the author of eternal ſalvation to us. 
16. Theſe following things therefore ought. well to 


be conſidered by all that fear Gd. 

1. There was a neceſſiiy of God's love in ſending ba 
Son to die for us, without which he had not come to die. 
2. There was a neceſiity of Chriſt's love in dying 
for us, without which the goſpel could not have been 


Ni hed. 


g. There was a en of the goſpel 8 being des 


ed, without which there could have been no believing. 


4. There is a neceſſity of our believing the golpe, 


without which we cannot be juſtified. 

There is a neceſſity of our being juſtified by ſaich 
in the blood of Chriſt, without which we cannot come 
to know that he loved us, and waſhed. us from. our 


fins in his own blood. 


6. There is a neceſſity of our knowing his love, who 
flir ſl loved us, Without which we cannot love him again, 


Matt, vil. 91, + Rev, xxii, 1 # Heb. v. 15 
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ur believing is the cauſe (or condition) of our 


7. There is a neceſſity of our loving him, without 
which we cangoi keep his commandments, 55 
8. There is a neceſſity of our keeping his command - 
ments, without which we cannot enter into eternal life. 
By all which we ſee, that there is as great a neceſ- 
ſity of our keeping the commandments of God, as 
there was of God's fending his Son into the world, or 
of Chriſt's dying for our ſins. n 
17. But for whoſe ſins did Chriſt die? Did he die 
for all men, or hut for /ome ? 1 (4 
To this alſo I will anſwer by the ſcriptures, ſhewing, 
1. The teſtitmony of the Prophets. 2. Of the angel of 
God. g. Of Chriſt himſelf. . And 4. Of his apoſtles. 
Firſt, The Prophet Uaiah ſaith thus, * * Surely he 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſorrows ;- yet 
did we eſteem him fliricken, ſmitten of God, and af. 
flicted. But he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
was bruiſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed. 
All we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord bath laid on 
je. him the iniquities of us all.“ Thus Iſarah ſheweth plain» 
h, that the iniquities of all thoſe. who went aſtray, 
to were laid upon Chriſt. And to him the teſtimony of _ 
aul the other prophets agreeth : + ** To him give all the 
his © prophets witneſs, that througb his name whoſoever be- | 
lieveth in him ſhal} receive remiſſion of fins,” The 
ſame ſaith that great prophet John the Baptiſt, who 
{ © came to bear witneſs of the light, that all men thro”' 
it might believe.“ And again, { © Behold, faith he, 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins of the 
world.” Thus have all the prophets with one conſent 
teſtified, that God laid upon Chrijt the iniquities of all 
that were gone a/tray ; that he 1s the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the fins of the world; that all men 
thro' him may believe; and that tro" his nume whoſoever . 
telieveth in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of ng. 
Secondly, The angel of God teſtified the ſame thing, 
laying, || ** Fean not; for I bring you glad tidings of 
great joy, Which ſhall be to all people,” which was, 


i., tiki, 4. 5, 6 + Ade x. 43. 4 John 7, $v. 29. u 10 · 


f 


= -- > Res Y CTY TO HT ORG IT 


c_ 
2 8 
- 


* 
* 
— 


& 22 


5 : 
5 3 
* * 


— 
— . 


bal . 
ASS, as 2 —— 
— —— 
7 
8 


that there was * born unto them a Saviour, even Chtiſt 


for all men. For elſe it could not have been glad ti- 


Pourthly, And now we will hear what the Apoſtles 


not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him that 
died for them, and roſe again.” And to Timothy he 


| God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave him- 


and the reſt of the apoſtles, he ſaith, * We have 


. {hs © 7, 
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the Lord.” By this alſo it appears, that Chrift died 


dings of great jay, to-all people; but rather ſad uidings 
to all thoſe for whom he died not. 3 
Thirdly, We come now to the words of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, who knew his own bulineſs better than any man 
elſe ; and therefore, if his teſtimony agree with theſe 
we muſt needs be convinced that they are true. Now 


he ſpeaks thus, © As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in | 


the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted 
vp, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but bave everlaſting life. For God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 


lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


life. Fer God ſent not his Son to condemn the world, 
but that the world thro' him might be ſaved.” Thus 
we ſee the words of Chriſt agree with the words of 
the Prophets ; therefore it muſt needs be owned. that 
Chriſt died for u.. | | 1 


Jay concerning this thing, + © The love of Chriſt,” 
ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, © conſtraineth us, becauſe we 
thus judge, that if one died for all then were all dead; 
and that he died for all, that they which live ſhould 


ſaith, | * There is one God, and one Mediator between 


ſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtified in due time.“ 
Again, he ſaith to Titus, 6“ The grace of God, which 
bringeth ſalvation to all men hath appeared.“ And 


yet again to the Hebrews, || * That he, by the grace of 


God, taſted death for every man.“ And to this agreeth 
St. John, witneſſing, 4 © He is the propitiation for 
our ſins ; and not for our's only, but alſo for the fins 
of the whole world.” And again, ſpeaking of himſel 


ſeen and do teſtify that the Father ſent the Son to ba 

John iii. 24. Ke. + 2 Cor. v. 14, Kc. þ 1 Tim. $i. $1 6 
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18. What then can they, who deny this, ſay? Why, 
they commonly ſay, all men, in theſe Scriptures, does 


* * * : 


mony of all the prophets, of the angel of God, of _ | 


Chriſt himſelf, and of his holy- apoſtles, all agreeing 


together in one to prove, that Chriſt died for al man- 
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che Saviour of the world.“ Thus we have the teſti - 
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not mean all men, but only the elect; that every man 


here, does not mean every man, but only every one of 


the eledt; that the world, does not mean the whole © 


world, but only the world of believers ; and that e 
_ whole world, in St. John's words, does not mean de 
whole world, but only, the whole world of the ele&t. 


4 19. To this ſhameleſs, ſenſeleſs evaſion, I anſwet 
thus: e 3 


lievers or elect, then we have no ground, reaſon, pre- 
tence, or excuſe for ſaying, Chriſt died only for a 
world of believers, or elett. But the Scripture nd 


where ſpeaks of ſuch a world. Therefore we have no 
i * 


groùnd or pretence for ſpeaking thus. e 
. Nay, the. Scripture is ſo far from calling believers, 


or elected perſons, the world, that they are every where 


in Scripture plainly and expreſsly | diſtinguiſhed from 
the world. - * If ye were of the world,” ſaith Chrift; 


** the world would love its own; but becauſe I have 
choſen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth © 


you.“ 


ners, Chriſt died for us. en we were enemies, We 


were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.“ 


1f the ed ge no where ſpeaks of a world of be- 


* 


20% But let the Scripture itſelf peak, what world 
Chriſt died for. 1“ When we were without ſtrength, 
Chriſt died for the 8 While we were yet fin- 

Vh 


From all Which we may clearly ſee, that Chriſt died 


for the world of the ungodly, for the world of finners,. 
for the world of his enemies; the juſt one as : 


UA the unjuſt. But the ele, as elect, are not unjuſt. | 
ne 


refore he died not for the elect, as elect; but even 
for that world St. Johns ſpeaks of, when he ſays, The' 
whole world lieth in wickedneſs, 0 | 21. If 


John xv. 19. + Rom, v. 6, 10. 
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21. If ; it be ſaid, © The ele were finners onde as 


. well as others; I anſwer, true; but not as ' they ar are 
elect in Chriſt, but as they were out of” Chrift, uit. 


out hope and without Cod in the world.” Therefore, to. 
ſay that Chriſt died for the wy. as cleft, is abſolute 


nonſenſe and con fuſion. 


22. To put this matter out of doubt, I would cont” 
mend theſe following conſiderations to all ſober-mindef F 


men. 


Jave that which was loſt, _ 
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